The stench from these drains can be smelt all over the town."
In 1883 Alexandria was the only town in Egypt possessing a tolerably wholesome supply of water. That supply, however, was by no means altogether safe, and it was laid on to only some 4,000 out of the 16,000 houses in the town. Alexandria also possesses a system of underground sewers, bnt many of these structures were found to be in a neglected condition in 1883. Yet this town suffered much less severely than the rest of Egypt, only 916 cholera deaths occurring among its 225,000 inhabitants.
During the last ten years a great stimulus has been given to sanitary reform throughout Egypt, but the task is exceptionally difficult, and the obstacles are many. Speaking of a visit to Damietta in 1891, Dr. Sandwith remarks that " the existing cisterns are cleaned out and refilled every year, and a large new one built by the Government supplies the town for two months and a half. Moreover, a new circular fresh water canal has been excavated to bring Nile water from near Cairo, and the central canal drain of the town has been filled in and converted into a road. The river and the canal no longer contain dead bodies, and the local fair has been shorn to harmless dimensions."
It is unfortunate that the question of providing Cairo with a proper system of drainage is still in abeyance, the initial costliness of an efficient scheme being apparently the real cause of the delay. But there is a prospect of something being done in this matter ere long. The responsible authorities of Cairo, however, will be well advised if they put the sanitary condition of the town into a proper state without further delay, and take care to adopt the most efficient and permanent scheme for that purpose, even if it be at first a little more costly, rather than lay the foundations of future trouble by carrying out an imperfect or temporary scheme.
The water-supply of the country is also still far from satisfactory, although the question how best to deal with so difficult a problem has for some time been receiving attention. The latest report of Lord Cromer, the British ConsulGeneral for Egypt, on the administration of that country and the progress of reform in it, is very hopeful. Dr 1, 3, 18, 14, 28, 76, 95, 96, 79, 83, 65, 70, 45, 36, 47, 28, 34, 25, 15, 19, 10, 14, 8, 3, 11, followed 
